Further analysis of ricin's pyrogenic effect.
Ricin (RIC) the toxic protein of castor oil seeds (Ricinus communis, Euphorbiaceae;) given intraperitoneally in sublethal doses causes fever in a dose-dependent manner in the following mammals: rabbit, cat, guinea pig, rat and vervet monkey. This hitherto unknown property of ricin calls attention to its use as a pyrogen-substance in the pharmacological screening of new antipyretic drugs.